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AIRWORTHINESS NOTICE 

 
No 33 

Issue 3 

September 2026 

AIRWORTHINESS EXEMPTIONS 

 
1. Introduction 
   
  Regulations 98 of the Civil Aviation (Safety) Regulations, 2017 states that the Authority may, 

after taking into account all safety-related aspects, operating circumstances and associated 
risks, exempt from any of these regulations or directives issued in accordance with these 
regulations, an aircraft or a person or class of aircraft or persons, either absolutely or subject 
to conditions as it thinks fit. 

 
2. Application for An Exemption 
 
 A written request from an operator for an Exemption from any of the requirements prescribed 

in the regulations or associated technical standard shall be made 5 days in advance and must 
be accompanied by a risk assessment.  

 
 All requests for an Exemption must be supported by justification for making the request    

including the reasons why compliance with a particular requirement is impracticable or 
temporarily inappropriate. The applicant must also indicate to the Authority the means by 
which an acceptable level of safety can be maintained and risk mitigated. 

 

The grant of an Exemption constitutes a "legal finding" and, as such, is the privilege of the 
Authority. 
 

3. Processing of the Exemption 
 

            The Airworthiness Department of SCAA is responsible for ensuring that any exemption granted 
maintains an acceptable level of safety. The operator or service provider requesting the 
exemption must demonstrate and maintain this level of safety. 

 
            The Airworthiness Inspector will carefully review the applicant’s risk assessment and conduct 

its own risk assessment from the Authority’s perspective, taking into account impacts on both 
the Authority and the State. 

 
            This process uses the risk classification matrix shown below, based on the following criteria: 
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• Identifying the hazards, 

• Evaluating the severity of consequences of hazards identified, 

• Establishing the probability or occurrence, 

• Establishing if the severity of the risk is acceptable to SCAA 

• Consider either to accept the risk or introduce mitigation factors to reduce the 
risk to an acceptable level of safety 

• Depending on the nature of the application, decide on a timeframe to reassess 
the exemption granted. 

 
An exemption from the regulations or technical standards should never be regarded as a 
means of circumventing the law for commercial expediency or alleviate against non-
compliances by operators and service providers. When an operator or service provider 
requests for an exemption, the Heads of Airworthiness shall check that it is necessary and 
justifiable. He may seek additional expert advice as considered necessary. The Heads of 
Airworthiness signing the exemption shall be satisfied that no other course of action is 
possible or would be more appropriate. Additionally, signatories to such exemptions 
should appreciate the responsibilities that they have taken upon themselves. 
 
The Authority will only consider requests for exemptions in situations that are genuinely 
unforeseen and where there is no other possible option. 
 
The Authority will not consider any request for Exemption on any issues that could have 
reasonably been foreseen and addressed by an alternative course of action at the 
appropriate time or a means of circumventing the law for commercial expediency or 
alleviate against non-compliances. 
 

3. Effectivity 
 

 This Notice becomes effective from date of issue. 


