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Seychelles Civil Aviation Authority 

 

SAFETY NOTICE 

 

Number: OPS SN- 2014/15 Issued: 8 August 2014 

Minimum Equipment List – Rectification Interval Extension (RIE) 
 

This Safety Notice contains recommendations regarding operational safety. 

 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Safety Notice is copied to all members of their staff who may have an interest in the 
information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

 

 Applicability: All Aeroplane and Helicopter AOC Holders 

 

1. Background 
 
1.1 The Authority has recognised that historically in Seychelles, the ownership RIE request has 

been undertaken by the operator’s Continuing Airworthiness Management departments 
and interaction has been limited to the Airworthiness Inspectorate of the Authority. 
Similarly, the Minimum Equipment Lists (MEL) was predominantly driven and derived by 
the Continuing Airworthiness Management departments. 

 
1.2 JAR-MMEL/MEL.081 introduced the concept of RIEs which allows operators in exceptional 

circumstances to permit a one-time extension of the applicable Rectification Interval, B, C 
or D, for the same duration as that specified in the MEL, where permitted by the Authority. 

 
1.5 The purpose of this Safety Notice is to provide implement a new process of RIE request 
 and clarify the matter of permissible RIE extensions. 
 

2. RIE Authorisation Request 

 
2.1 It should be noted that the privilege of utilising a RIE is not automatic even where provided 

for in the MMEL and is further subject to the Authority’s acceptance. Misuse of the MEL 
extension authority may result in the privilege being withdrawn. 

 
2.2 In order for operators to obtain the authorisation to use RIEs, they shall apply to the Head 

of Flight Operations Inspectorate. The application to the Inspectorate shall contain the 
name and position of the nominated person responsible for the control of the company RIE 
procedure and details of the specific duties and responsibilities established by the operator 
to control the use of these extensions. The assigned FOI, in collaboration with the 
Airworthiness Inspectorate shall assess the suitability of these specific duties and 
responsibilities and decide as to their acceptability. 

3. RIE Process 

  
3.1 EU-OPS 1.030 and JAR-OPS 3.030 requires an operator to establish a MEL that is not 

less restrictive that the Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL). This requirement is 
established under the Operational rules of JAR OPS and relates to operational dispatch 
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capability with unserviceable equipment within the confines of the MMEL. As such,, this 
document and associated processes such as RIE remain the responsibility of Flight 
Operations. 

 
3.2 In cases where RIE authorisation has been granted, the operator shall ensure that 

rectification is accomplished at the earliest opportunity. The utilisation of RIEs is to be used 
to allow operators to continue to operate an aircraft after the rectification interval has 
expired if the rectification has not been possible. To this end, an operator who utilises RIEs 
will be required to report retrospectively all such uses, together with the reasons for them, 
to the Head of Flight Operations Inspectorate using an RIE Report Form (an example is 
attached at Appendix 1). 

 
3.3 The RIE authorisation granted by the Authority and related procedures and processes shall 

be detailed in Section 6 of the MEL preamble. It shall also include details stated in 2.2 
above. 

 

4. RIE within MMEL  

 

4.1 Based on EASA’s ruling on the interpretation of EU-OPS 1.030 (b )and JAR-OPS 3.030 
(b), in order that an operator can take advantage of RIEs, the MMEL source document (i.e. 
the manufacturer’s MMEL, or the National Authority of the State of manufacturer’s MMEL) 
must in the first instance contain the appropriate entry allowing the extension of a 
rectification interval. Therefore, the flexibility of JAR-MMEL/MEL.081 does not apply unless 
the MMEL explicitly allows the use of RIEs. 

 
4.2 A number of manufacturers have examined the basis of the Rectification Intervals for B, C 

and D items and have concluded that it is possible to extend (double) the rectification 
period. As a result, they have added statements to their MMELs explaining how RIEs can 
be permitted with the agreement of the Authority. 

 
4.3 Other manufacturers were either unable or unwilling to complete a similar review of their 

MMELs. In the absence of such reviews, the Authority does not have the data upon which 
to assess the risks involved and therefore is unable further extend any repair interval. In 
such cases, the operator shall consult the Manufacturer in the first instance. 

 
4.4 As stated in 1.2 JAR-MMEL/MEL.081 allows for the extension on category B, C or D. FAA 

Policy Letter 25 (Definitions, 22) only allows extension on category B and C items for FAA 
MMELs. In cases where the Authority has accepted the FAA type certification basis and 
MMEL, the FAA policy letter ruling shall apply. 

 

5. RIE beyond the MMEL guidance 

5.1 In cases where the RIE provided for in the MMEL has been utilised, operators shall consult 
the Manufacturer on any further extensions prior to making a request to the Authority. 
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3. Queries  

3.1 Any queries as a result of this Safety Notice should be addressed to Head of Flight 
Operations and Flight Crew Licensing Inspectorate at the following e-mail address: 
morr@scaa.sc 

 

4. Cancellation 

 
OPS SN 2014/15 

 
 
Marlon A. Orr 
Head Flight Operations and Flight Crew Licensing Inspectorate 

mailto:morr@scaa.sc
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Appendix 1 

Rectification Interval Extension Report Form 
 

 
 

PART 1 – MEL DEFECT 

1. Operator 2. Date of 
Defect 

3. Aircraft 
Registration 

4. Aircraft Type 5. RIE Number 

6. Detail of Defect 7. Reason for not Rectifying 

8. Rectification Interval 
Category 

9. Expiry date of 
Rectification Interval 

10. MEL Reference Number 

PART 2 – RIE APPLICATION 

11. Name of Applicant 12. Position 

13. Why an RIE is Required 

PART 3 – AUTHORISATION 

14. Duration of RIE Authorised 15. Latest date that defect is due for 
rectification 

16. Comments of Authorising Manager (to include history of previous RIE use for in this item 
where appropriate) 

17. Name of Authorising Manager 18. Position 19. Date 

 


