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Seychelles Civil Aviation Authority 

 

SAFETY DIRECTIVE 

 

Number: OPS SD- 2014/13 Issued: 8th October 2014  

Authority’s Power to Inspect 
 

This Safety Directive contains information that is intended for mandatory compliance.  

 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who may have an interest in the 
information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

 

 Applicability: All Aeroplane and Helicopter AOC Holders 

 

1.  Background  
 
1.1.1 Following a recent incident where a Commander initially refused to grant access to 

Authorised Inspectors for the purpose of performing safety oversight inspections, the 
Authority feels that it is necessary to once again remind Operators and pilots of their 
obligations under the law. 

 

2.2 Authorised Inspectors 
 
2.2.1 The Civil Aviation Act and Civil Aviation Authority Act of 2005 makes provision for the 

delegation of powers by the Minister to the Chief Executive Office and other Authorised 
persons. 

2.2.2 Authorised Inspectors can be identified by an Inspector credentials signed by the 
 Chief Executive Officer of the Seychelles Civil Aviation Authority. 

2.2.3 Your attention is directed to Civil Aviation (Amendment Regulations), 2007 which states 
that any such power may be exercised at any time and shall be lawful. The Air Navigation 
Order Article 82 also states that it shall be an offence to wilfully impede or obstruct an 
Authorised Person in the discharge of their duty. 

 

2.3 Power to inspect 
 
2.3.1 EU-OPS 1.145/JAR OPS 3.145 makes provision for the right of Authorised Inspectors of 

the Authority to board an aircraft and remain on the flight deck for the purpose of 
inspection. These inspectors may include records, company procedures, training and 
testing flights or any other operation in connection with the Operator AOC. 

 
2.3.2 Whilst the majority of audits are scheduled and the operators are informed, the Authority 

reserves the right to inspect at any time irrespective if prior notification is given to the 
Operator and/or Commander. 

 
2.3.3 The Commander may refuse access to the flight deck, if in his opinion, the safety of the 

aeroplane would thereby be endangered. This decision requires careful consideration as a 
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clear and valid safety endangerment case must exist (the operative word being “would”). 
This does not cover situations the Commander believes safety could be endangered. 

 
2.3.4 Should access be denied for reasons outlined in 1.3.2, a report shall be sent by the 

Commander to the Chief Executive Officer of the Authority within 7 days for review. 
 
2.3.5 Operators and pilots are advised that such matters are treated very seriously by the 

Authority and should it be found that the reasons for denial were not valid, this would 
constitute an offence under the regulations and will result in enforcement action as 
provided for under the regulations. 

 

3. Queries  

3.1 Any queries as a result of this Safety Directive should be addressed to Head of Flight 
Operations and Flight Crew Licensing Inspectorate at the following e-mail address: 
morr@scaa.sc 

 

4. Cancellation 

 
Nil 

 
 
Marlon A. Orr 
Head Flight Operations and Flight Crew Licensing Inspectorate 
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