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ENR 1.10 FLIGHT PLANNING 
 

1.10.1     Procedures for the submission of a flight plan 
 

A flight plan shall be submitted in accordance with 
Para 3.3.1, ICAO Annex 2, prior to operating:- 
 
a) any flight or portion thereof to be provided 

with air traffic control service, 
 
b) any flight operated into or from the Seychelles 

group of islands within Seychelles FIR, to 
facilitate the provision of flight information, 
alerting and search and rescue services, 

 
c) any flight across international borders.  
 
For flight operations specified in (b) above, all relevant 
permanent flight data (ie, Operator, Registration, 
Speed, Communication, Navigation equipments, 
Emergency survival equipment, Colour identification 
etc.,) shall be provided to ATC prior to undertaking 
any such operation. 
 
In order to activate such flights on a day to day basis, 
the operator or its authorized representative shall 
submit the following information via any means of 
communication to the ATC Control Tower or Area 
Control Centre at Mahe, Seychelles, at least 30 
minutes prior to operating such flights:- 
 
a. Call sign and/or registration, 
b. Flight rules and type of flight, 
c. Departure aerodrome, 
d. Estimated off block time, 
e. Destination aerodrome and total estimated 

elapsed time, 
f. Route of flight, 
g. Alternate aerodrome(s), 
h. Persons on board and fuel endurance, 
i. Any other information relevant /desired for 

operating such flight. 
 
 
1.10.2  Time of submission 
 
Except for repetitive flight plans, a flight plan shall be 
submitted at least 30 minutes prior to departure, 
taking into account the requirements of ATS units 
including coordination requirements in the airspace 
along the route to be flown by the aircraft. 
 
 
1.10.3  Place of submission 
 
Flight plans shall be submitted to the aerodrome 
control tower , where available, at the departure 
aerodrome. 
In the absence of such an office at the departure 
aerodrome, a flight plan shall be submitted by 
telephone to the aerodrome control tower. 

1.10.4 Contents and completion of a flight 
 plan  
 
ICAO flight plan forms are available at Seychelles 
International Airport (AIS and control tower).  The 
instructions for completing those forms shall be 
followed. 
 
When a flight plan is submitted by telephone or tele-
fax, the sequence of items in the flight plan form shall 
be strictly adhered to. 
 
 
1.10.5        Changes to a flight plan 
 
1.10.5.1   Subject to the provisions in ICAO Annex 2, 
3.6.2.2 (Inadvertent Changes), all changes to a flight 
plan submitted for an IFR flight or a VFR flight 
operated as a controlled flight, shall be reported as 
soon as practicable to the appropriate air traffic 
services unit. 
 
1.10.5.2    For other VFR flights, significant changes to 
a flight plan shall be reported as soon as practicable to 
the appropriate air traffic services unit.  
 
1.10.5.3   In the event of a delay in departure of 30 
minutes or more for a flight for which a flight plan has 
been submitted, the flight plan shall be amended or a 
new flight plan shall be submitted after the old plan 
has been cancelled. 
 
1.10.5.4    Whenever a flight, for which a flight plan 
has been submitted, is cancelled, the appropriate ATS 
unit shall be informed immediately. 
 
1.10.5.5 Changes to a current flight plan for a 
controlled flight during flight shall be reported or 
requested, subject to the provisions in ICAO Annex 2, 
3.6.2 (Adherence to flight plan).  
 
1.10.5.6 Significant changes to a flight plan for an 
uncontrolled VFR flight include changes in endurance 
or in the total number of persons on board and 
changes in time estimates of 30 minutes or more. 
 
1.10.5.7   If a delay in departure of a controlled flight 
is not properly reported, the relevant flight plan data 
may no longer be readily available to the appropriate 
ATS unit when a clearance is ultimately requested, 
which will consequently result in extra delay for the 
flight. 
1.10.5.8   If a delay in departure (or cancellation) of an 
uncontrolled VFR flight is not properly reported, 
alerting or search and rescue action may be 
unnecessarily initiated when the flight fails to arrive at 
the destination aerodrome within 30 minutes after its 
current ETA. 
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1.10.6 Adherence to ATS route structure 
 
No flight plans shall be filed for routes deviating from 
the published ATS route structure unless prior 
permission has been obtained from the relevant Air 
Traffic Control Unit. 
 
1.10.7  Authorization for special flights 
 
Flights of a specific character, such as survey flights, 
scientific research flights etc… may be exempted from 
the restriction specified above. A request for 
exemption shall be made to ATC so as to be received 
at least one week before the intended day of 
operation. 
 
1.10.8 Maximum cruising levels for short- range 
flights 
 
It is generally recommended not to select levels above 
FL240 for flights up to a distance of 300NM. Traffic 
from the Seychelles TMA with a destination in the 
Seychelles TMA should file MAXIMUM FL 250. 
 
1.10.9 Repetitive flight plan system 
  
1.10.9.1   General  
 
The procedures concerning the use of repetitive flight 
plans (RPL) conform to ICAO Doc 7030 and the PANS 
–ATM 13th edition. 
 
RPL list relating to flights in and to flights overflying 
the Seychelles FIR shall be submitted at least two 
weeks in advance, to the following address;  
 
Air Navigation Services Division 
Seychelles Civil Aviation Authority 
Post Box 181 
Victoria 
Mahe, Seychelles 
AFS: FSSSZQZX /FSIAZTZX  
Fax : (248) 4 38 4179 
 
RPL list shall be replaced in their entirety by a new list 
prior to the introduction of the summer and winter 
schedules. 
 
1.10.10 Incidental changes and cancellations of  

RPL 
 
Incidental changes to and cancellations of RPL relating 
to departures from Seychelles International Airport 
shall be notified to ATC as early as possible and not 
later than 30 minutes before departure. Incidental 
changes to and cancellations of RPL relating to 
departures from aerodromes other than Seychelles 
International Airport shall be notified to ATC as early 
as possible and not later than 30 minutes before 
departure.  
 

1.10.11 Delay 
 
When a specific flight is likely to encounter a delay of 
one hour or more in excess of the departure time 
stated in the RPL, the ATS unit serving the departure 
aerodrome shall be notified immediately. Delays 
relating to departures from Seychelles International 
Airport shall be notified to control tower, Tel: (248)                
4384191 / 4384192 
 
Failure to comply with this procedure may result in the 
automatic cancellation of the RPL for that specific 
flight at one or more of the ATS units concerned. 
 
1.10.12  ATS Messages  
 
For a flight operated on an RPL, a flight plan message 
(FPL) will be transmitted. Departure messages (DEP) or 
delay messages (DLA) relating to such flights will be 
transmitted to ATS units outside the SEYCHELLES FIR. 
 
1.10.13  Closing a flight plan (arrival report) 
 
A report of arrival shall be made at the earliest 
possible after landing to ATC office of the arrival 
aerodrome In the case of a landing at an aerodrome 
which is not the destination aerodrome (diversionary 
landing), the responsible ATC unit shall be informed 
accordingly. 
 
In the absence of a local ATS unit at the aerodrome of 
diversionary landing, the pilot is responsible for 
passing the arrival report to the destination 
aerodrome. 
 
Arrival reports shall contain the following elements of 
information; 
 
- aircraft identification  
- departure aerodrome 
- destination aerodrome 
- time of arrival 
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ENR 1.7  ALTIMETER SETTING PRODEDURES 
 
 

1.7.1 Introduction 
 

a) The altimeter setting procedures in use conform 
to those contained in ICAO Doc 8168, Volume 1, Part 6 
and are given in full below. Differences are shown in 
quotation marks. 
 
b) Transition altitudes are given on the instrument 
approach charts for Seychelles International Airport. 
 
c) QNH reports and temperature information for 
use in determining adequate terrain clearance are 
provided in MET broadcasts and are available on request 
from the air traffic services units. QNH values are given 
in Hecto Pascals. 
 
 
1.7.2 Basic altimeter setting procedures 

   
1.7.2.1 General 
 
a)   The transition altitude for Seychelles 
International Airport is 4500ft QNH. 
 
b)    Aerodrome beyond a distance of 25NM from 
the ARP of Seychelles International Airport, the 
transitional altitude is 3500ft QNH. 
 
c)   Vertical positioning of aircraft when at or below 
the transition altitude is expressed in terms of altitudes. 
While passing through the transition layer, vertical 
positioning is expressed in terms of flight levels when 
ascending. 
 
d) Flight level zero is located at the atmospheric 
pressure level of 1013.2 hpa (29.92 inches). 
 
e). Consecutive flight levels are separated by a 
pressure interval corresponding to 500ft (152.4m) in the 
standard atmosphere. 
 
Example of the relationship between flight levels and 
altimeter indications are given in the following table, the 
metric equivalents being (29.92 inches). 

 
Flight level 
(Number) 

Altimeter 
(Feet) 

Indication 
(Metres) 

10 1000 300 
15 1500 450 
20 2000 600 
50 5000 1500 
100 10000 3050 
150 15000 4550 
200 20000 6100 

 
1.7.3 Take-off and climb 

 
A QNH altimeter setting is made available to aircraft in 
taxi clearance prior to take-off. 

Vertical positioning of aircraft during climb is expressed 
in terms of altitude until reaching the transition altitude 
above which vertical positioning is expressed in terms of 
flight levels. 

 
 

1.7.4      Vertical separation en-route 
 

1.7.4.1 Vertical separation during en-route phase of flight 
shall be expressed in terms of flight levels at all 
times during an IFR flight. 

 
1.7.4.2  IFR and VFR flights above 3000ft (900m) when 

in level cruising flight shall be flown at such 
flight levels, corresponding to the magnetic 
tracks shown in the Table of Cruising Levels at 
1.7.9 below. 

 
1.7.4.3 However, due to the change in variation on the 

tracks from Seychelles to Mauritius, Reunion 
and Coetivy, it has been agreed that traffic 
routing outbound from Seychelles on the 
Mauritius/ Reunion/Coetivy track will select 
WESTBOUND Flight levels i.e. 60, 80, 100, 
280, 320, 340, 380, etc… whilst flights 
inbound to Seychelles on these tracks will select 
EASTBOUND Flight levels ie, 50, 70, 90, 290, 
310, 330, 350, etc. 

 
 
1.7.5 Approach and landing  
 
A QNH altimeter setting is made available in approach 
clearance and in clearance to enter the traffic circuit. 
 
QFE altimeter setting is available on request. 
 
Vertical positioning of aircraft during approach is 
controlled by reference to flight levels until reaching the 
transition level below which vertical positioning is 
controlled by reference to altitudes. 
 
 
1.7.6 Missed approach 
 
The relevant portion of 2.1 and 2.4 shall be applied in 
the event of a missed approach. 
 
1.7.7 Description of altimeter setting region  
 

-  Nil - 
 

1.7.8      Flight planning 
  
The levels at which a flight is to be conducted shall be 
specified in a flight plan:-   
 
i)  in terms of flight levels if the flight is to be conducted 
at or above the transition level, and 
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ii)   in terms  of altitude if the flight is to be conducted in 
the vicinity of an aerodrome and at below the transition 
altitude. 

 
 
 
 

 
Note 1: Flights of short durations in the vicinity of an 
aerodrome may often be conducted only at altitude 
below the transition altitude (low level routes). 
  
Note 2: Flight levels are specified in a flight plan by 
numbers and not in terms of feet or meters as in the case 
with altitudes.

 
1.7.9   Table of cruising levels 

 
IFR and VFR flights above 4200 feet in level cruising flight shall be flown at flight levels corresponding to the magnetic 
tracks shown in the following table so as to provide the required terrain and minimum vertical separation clearance, unless 
such flights are operating under flight conditions as stipulated in 1.7.4.2 above: 
 
 

 
MAGNETIC TRACKS 

 

 
EASTBOUND    

 

 
WESTBOUND 

000 degrees to 179 degrees 
 

180 degrees to 359 degrees 

IFR Flights 
 

VFR Flights IFR Flights VFR flights 

Altitude Altitude Altitude Altitude 
FL 
 

Feet FL Feet FL Feet FL Feet 

50 5000 55 5500     
70 7000 75 7500 40 4000 45 4500 
90 9000 95 9500 60 6000 65 6500 
110 11000 115 11500 80 8000 85 8500 
130 13000 135 13500 100 10000 105 10500 
150 15000  

 
NO VFR FLIGHTS ABOVE 

FL145 

120 12000 125 12500 
170 17000 140 14000 145 14500 
190 19000 160 16000  

 
NO VFR FLIGHTS ABOVE 

FL145 

210 21000 180 18000 
230 23000 200 20000 
250 25000 220 22000 
270 27000 240 24000 
290 29000  

 
RVSM  

 
AIRSPACE 

260 26000 
310 31000 280 28000 
330 33000 300 30000  

RVSM 
 

AIRSPACE 

350 35000 320 32000 
370 37000 340 34000 
390 39000 360 36000 
410 41000 380 38000 
430 43000  400 40000 
470 47000 450 45000  
etc etc etc etc 

 
 
Note:  Some of the lower levels in the above table of cruising levels may not be usable due to terrain clearance 
requirements. 
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ENR 2.1- FIR, UIR, TMA 
 

Name 
Lateral limit 

Vertical limits 
Class of airspace 

Unit 
providing 

service 

Callsign  Languages 
Area and 

conditions of use 
Hours of service 

 
Frequency/purpose 

 
Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
SEYCHELLES FIR 
02 00 00 S  044 00 00 E  10 42 00 N  060 00 00 E 
10 00 00 S  060 00 00 E  10 00 00 S   045 00 00 E 
10 20 00 S  044 00 00 E  02 00 00 S   044 00 00 E 
 

        UNL 
-------------------------- 

GND /MSL 
Class of airspace applicable within Seychelles 
FIR:- 
A- Airspace bounded by Seychelles FIR 

above FL145 to unlimited; 
D-     Airspace within the TMA, between  

FL65 to FL145 and within the control  
zone; 

E-     Airspace from FL65 to FL145 beyond 
200nm  radius from PRA DVOR; 

G-    Airspace outside the control zone and 
terminal control area, below FL65.           

 

 
Seychelles 
ACC 
 
 
 
 

 
Seychelles Control 
ENG /H24 

 
120.20 Mhz 
121.50 Mhz/ Emergency  
Frequency 
 
        INO-1                 AFI-3 

3476       3467 
5634       5517 
8879        5658 

        13306                11300      
                                 13288 

                           
      
        AFI- 4                 
         10018                

 
 

SELCAL 
AVBL 

UIR; NIL     

 
SEYCHELLES TMA 

A circle of 200NM radius centered on PRA 
DVOR  (04 18 26.52 S  055 42 25.44 E) 

UNL 
-------------------------------------- 

FL 65 
Class of Airspace: A & D. 

 
SEYCHELLES CONTROL ZONE 

A circle of 20 NM radius centred on SEY” 
DVOR  (04 40 36.83 S 055 31 59.20 E) 
AMSL/ up to F65  
 
Class of Airspace: D. 

 
Seychelles 
APP 
 
 
Seychelles 
APP 
Note: 
Combined 
approach and 
aerodrome 
control 
provided. 

 
Seychelles Approach 
 ENG /H24 

 
119.70 Mhz Freq 
118.30 Mhz 
121.50 Mhz / Emergency  
frequency  

 
 
 

 
Note1:  All flights intending to operate within the Seychelles FIR shall file a flight plan and contact Seychelles ACC on HF radio at least 
20 minutes prior to entering the FIR. Pilots shall also maintain two-way radio communication and report position as instructed. 
 
Note 2:  All Airline Operators who have aircraft equipped with satellite telephone (SATPHONE) are to note that Seychelles Air Traffic 
Control Centre can be contacted on the following telephone numbers in case of HF/VHF communications failure while flying within 
the Seychelles FIR: -  (248) 4384193 or (248) 4384000. 
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ENR 4.2 DATA LINK SERVICES IN THE SEYCHELLES FIR 
  
 
4.2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
4.2.1.1 Data link services are available to FANS1/A equipped aircraft operating in the Seychelles  FIR on a 24-hour 

basis.   
 
4.2.1.2  The data link services will not affect current procedures for non-data link equipped aircraft operating in the 

same airspace. 
 
4.2.2 BACKGROUND 
 
4.2.2.1   Controller Pilot Data Link Communications (CPDLC) and Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Contract (ADS-C) 

data link applications will be used to provide services to FANS1/A equipped aircraft, in particular over the 
oceanic region beyond existing VHF voice communications. 

 
4.2.2.2 Messages will be transferred by satellite data links. 
 
4.2.2.3 CPDLC supports the following services: 
 

a) Emergency alerting; 
b) Pilot to Controller downlink of position reports and clearance requests; 
c) Controller to Pilot uplink of ATC clearances and instructions; and 
d) Free text as a supplement to pre-formatted message elements. 

 
4.2.2.4 The provision of Pre-Departure Clearance (PDC) via CPDLC will not be available. 
 
4.2.2.5 ADS-C supports the following services: 

a) Emergency alerting; and 
b) Automatic reporting by the aircraft Flight Management System (FMS) of aircraft position and intent 

information. The FMS reports the required information in accordance with parameters selected by the 
ground system. 

 
4.2.3  LOGON PROCEDURES 
 
4.2.3.1 The AFN LOGON address for Seychelles FIR is FSSS. 
 
4.2.3.2 To avoid automatic rejection of the LOGON, the flight identification number used by the pilot in the LOGON 

process must be identical to the flight identification number filed in the flight plan. 
 
4.2.3.3 A LOGON must be received from the aircraft before any data link connections can be initiated by the ground 

system. This is achieved via the ATS Facility Notification (AFN) LOGON process to be initiated by the pilot in 
accordance with company procedures. 

 
4.2.3.4 Aircraft requesting data link services inbound to Seychelles FIR are required to manually LOGON onto FSSS at 

least 15 minutes prior to the estimated time for entering the Seychelles FIR. Data link equipped aircraft 
departing from aerodromes within the Seychelles FIR, and requesting data link shall LOGON to FSSS as soon 
as possible after departure. Pilots who are unable to establish data link connection are to inform ATC on VHF 
or HF radio. 

 
4.2.4 CPDLC APPLICATION 
 
4.2.4.1 Aircraft that have established data link connections will maintain CPDLC as the primary communication 

means. When using CPDLC, the primary and secondary HF voice frequencies will be used as back-up 
communication medium and a SELCAL check will be conducted.  
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4.2.4.2 To ensure the correct synchronization of messages, controller/pilot dialogues opened by CPDLC must be 
closed by CPDLC. Controller/pilot dialogues opened by voice must be closed by voice. 

 
4.2.4.3 Due to inherent integrity checks and a coded reference to any preceding related message contained within 

CPDLC messages, a clearance issued by CPDLC requires only the appropriate CPDLC response, not a read back 
as would be required if the clearance had been issued by voice. 

 
4.2.4.4 The downlink response “WILCO” indicates that the pilot accepts the full terms of the whole uplink message. 
 
4.2.4.5  A downlink message response “AFFIRM” is not an acceptable acknowledgement or reply to a CLEARANCE 

issued by CPDLC. 
 
4.2.4.6 To avoid ambiguity in message handling and response, a CPDLC downlink message should not contain more 

than one clearance request. 
 
4.2.4.7 If multiple clearance requests are contained in a single downlink message and the controller cannot approve 

all requests, the uplink message “UNABLE” will be sent as a response to the entire message. A separate 
message containing a response to those requests that can be complied with will be sent by the controller. 

 
4.2.4.8 If any ambiguity exists as to the intent of a particular message, clarification must be sought by voice. 
 
4.2.4.9 Standard pre-formatted message elements must be used whenever possible. Free text messages should be only 

when an appropriate pre-formatted message element does not exist or to supplement the pre-formatted 
message element. The use of free text should be kept to a minimum. 

 
4.2.4.10 When CPDLC connection is established, aircraft will be instructed to transfer from voice to CPDLC. Pilots 

should then downlink a CPDLC position report at the FIR Boundary entry point then ADS reporting only. 
This is to ensure that CPDLC connection is active with Seychelles Control. 

 
 
 
4.2.4.11 When CPDLC connection is established, aircraft will be instructed to transfer from voice to CPDLC. The 

phraseology used is: 
 
 TRANSFER TO SEYCHELLES CONTROL ON DATA LINK: 
 MONITOR [HF frequency primary/secondary] 
 
4.2.4.12 CPDLC connections will be terminated at the FIR boundary position or when entering VHF coverage. The 

CONTACT [unit name][frequency] message and the END SERVICE message will be sent as separate messages. 
The END SERVICE message will be sent as soon as possible after receipt of the WILCO response message to 
the CONTACT message. 

 
4.2.5 ADS-C APPLICATION 
 
4.2.5.1 ADS Periodic and Event contracts will be established automatically after a successful LOGON. 
 
4.2.5.2 The Periodic reporting interval is 27 minutes and the Event reporting is compulsory reporting points.  
 
4.2.5.3 ADS contracts will be manually terminated at the Seychelles FIR boundary by the controller.  
 
4.2.6 DATA LINK FAILURE 
 
4.2.6.1 Pilots recognizing a failure of a CPDLC connection must immediately establish communications on the 

appropriate voice frequency. Voice must continue to be used as the primary medium for communication until 
a CPDLC connection has been re-established and the controller has authorized the return to data link 

  
4.2.6.2 In the event of an unexpected CPDLC shutdown, the controller will immediately advise all data link 

connected aircraft of the failure by voice. Instructions will continue to be issued by voice until the return of 
data link system. The return of the system to an operational state will require a new AFN LOGON from the 
affected aircraft. 
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4.2.6.3 In case of ADS only failure, Seychelles Control shall inform pilots of the failure and CPDLC position reports 
will be used. 

 
4.2.7 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
 
4.2.7.1 Pilots should notify ATC of emergency situations by the most appropriate means (voice or  CPDLC) 
 
4.2.7.2 If a CPDLC MAYDAY/ PAN message is received, the controller will immediately  acknowledge receipt of the 

emergency by using the Free Text message "ROGER  MAYDAY/PAN" 
 
4.2.7.3 Normal emergency procedures shall be followed. Controller may also attempt to make voice contact with the 

pilot. 
 
 
4.2.8 FLIGHT PLAN  NOTIFICATION 
 
4.2.8.1 Aircraft planning to utilize data link communication must annotate their ICAO flight plan as follows: 

a) CPDLC capability must be notified by inserting the alphanumeric designator J5 or J6 in Item 10 Field 10a; 
b) ADS-C capability must be notified by inserting the alphanumeric designator D1 in Item 10 Field 10b; 
c) Aircraft registration must be inserted in Item 18 as the ground system uses the information during the 

AFN LOGON; 
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